
Oak Park Regional 
Housing Center

2013 Annual Report



Oak Park Regional 
Housing Center

The Housing Center provides 
direct services in Oak Park 
and surrounding communi-
ties in Chicago and western 
Cook County that encour-
age diversity and integra-
tion in the housing market.

The Housing Center also 
plays a lead role in advo-
cacy efforts on housing and 
civil rights from the local to 
the federal level.

Our Mission
To achieve meaningful and 
lasting racial diversity in 
Oak Park and the region.



Letter from Our Leadership

Why We Strive

Oak Park has a reputation as a diverse community, and it 
is well earned. This village is far more integrated than similar 
suburbs in our region, and our level of integration continues 
to increase. This diversity has proven to be one of Oak Park’s 
strengths, bringing a breadth and depth of viewpoints and ex-
perience to our daily lives.

The Housing Center had its most successful year yet in terms 
of moves to Oak Park that improve or sustain diversity. We 
also began programs to work with elementary school- and 
high school-aged Oak Parkers, and continued our strong part-
nerships with regional organizations that share our goals and 
ideals.

It would be nice to look at these accomplishments and be 
able to say that we’re done. But the truth is that we must con-
tinue to fight for integration—Oak Park is still unique in the re-
gion and in the nation, and statistics show that without active 
integration and diversity efforts, communities easily slip back 
into patterns that separate and segregate us. Our struggle is 
against apathy, and the idea that these issues are only part of 
our past and not our present.

In this report, you’ll read about our accomplishments this year 
as well as our plans for next year and beyond. To continue this 
important work, we need your support, so please consider a 
gift to the Housing Center. Your donation will go beyond its 
impact on our budget: You will also help us reach our goal of 
520 Friends of the Housing Center and demonstrate the strong 
support for our mission and accomplishments in the communi-
ties we serve.

Sincerely,

Rob Breymaier    Tom Gallagher
Executive Director   Board President
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Our Impact on Oak Park

Every day, the Housing Center staff helps new Oak Park-
ers find rentals that not only meet their day-to-day living 
needs but also assist the Housing Center’s mission of sus-
taining or improving the diversity of our village. In that 
regard, 2013 was our best year yet.

The Housing Center is also reaching out to young Oak 
Parkers, with programs designed for children and teens. 
We provided financial literacy training for 330   
children in the Hephzibah after-school programs in Dis-
trict 97 elementary schools. The children learned about 
smart money management through attention-grabbing 
skits, Q&As, and materials to bring home to their families.

Another example of our outreach efforts include part-
nering with local high school students. We facilitat-
ed the Young Integration Leaders Alliance at Oak 
Park River Forest High School, in which students are 
trained and encouraged to begin dialogues about 
racial inequities with their peers and local leaders.

In 2013, we assisted more than 1,000 clients who found a place to live in Oak Park, 
66 more than the year before. More than 75% of those were “affirmative moves”—
moves that sustain or improve building integration.
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Sharing Our Strategies Regionally

Because we know that a diverse neighborhood is a stronger 
neighborhood, we at the Housing Center share our success-
ful integration and housing strategies with nearby municipali-
ties that support integration. These efforts include:

• Collaborating with Forest Park leadership to improve prop-
erty management and ensure that diversity values are 
being upheld.

• Providing technical assistance to non-profits in Berwyn that 
are working to revitalize their housing market.

• Championing efforts by Cook County to promote fair 
housing compliance in suburban communities.

• Supporting Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning 
(CMAP) and the Chicago Area Fair Housing Alliance 
(CAFHA) in their assessments of regional equity.

West Cook Homeownership Center

Promoting Homeownership and Revitalizing 
Communities in Western Cook County

Another way we share our strategies is by building strong 
partnerships through our West Cook Homeownership Center 
and other organizations in the area. Our 2013 achievements 
in the region include the following:

• At the West Cook Homeownership Center, we served 337 
households looking to become homeowners. 51 of our 
clients closed on a home.

• We helped sell 18 homes for the West Cook County Hous-
ing Collaborative (a municipal collaboration between 
Bellwood, Berwyn, Forest Park, Maywood, and Oak Park).

• We helped sell 5 homes in Cicero for the Cook County 
Neighborhood Stabilization Program.
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Celebrating Oak Park Life with The Oak Parker

We continue to highlight the vibrant 
life and culture of Oak Park in The 
Oak Parker print magazine and at 
TheOakParker.com. Through weekly 
articles posted to the website and 
quarterly editions of the magazine, 
we promote the wonderful and 
unique aspects about living in Oak 
Park. These include articles on com-
munity and cultural events, local 
personalities, health and fitness, 
restaurants, spirituality, home décor, 
and independent Oak Park-area 
businesses, as well as interviews 
with well-known Oak Parkers such 
as NPR’s Peter Sagal and best-sell-
ing author Rachel Louise Snyder. 
The Oak Parker and TheOakParker.
com are created for, by, and about 
the current and future people who 
make this village great.
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What We’re Planning

With your support, we are building on these successes in 2014, and devel-
oping new programs and events that reinforce our mission and celebrate 
the diversity of Oak Park. These include:

1. Austin Ascending, a new initiative funded by the Austin Works program, 
that will provide incentives to small landlords in Chicago’s Austin neigh-
borhood to help improve the rental market in that area and promote 
integration.

2. Special Events, such as a benefit concert with The Sons of the Silent 
Age in July and sponsored bike rides such as the Wright Ride in August, 
provide the Housing Center the opportunity to become more involved 
within active community events.

3. Living room chats and public forums to build on our efforts to engage 
the community and school systems. 

           For instance:
• What is missing in the Oak Park diversity strategy?
• How can we achieve educational equity? What has worked in 

other school districts? How can we implement those in Oak Park?
• How we can integrate our social networks? We are a diverse 

community, but how can we create opportunities for people of 
different racial and ethnic groups to interact with each other?

• How can we ensure that everyone has a voice, and feels that 
they have a stake in the community?

These meetings will focus on pragmatic solutions, not just theories. We want to hear 
about successful strategies. We want to talk about how we live out the values of di-
versity and integration in Oak Park. 
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Board and Staff
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Board of Directors

Tom Gallagher
President

Nasri Mansour
Vice President

William Peterman
Treasurer

Kathy Nolte
Secretary

Catherine Bendowitz
Larissa Garcia
Greer Haseman
Maria Krysan
Claude L’Heureux
Meena Rao
Phyllis Walden
J. Michael Williams

Staff

Rob Breymaier
Executive Director

Julie Chyna
Morgan Davis
Sharon Eckhoff
Jerry Ehernberger
Meridian Herman-Lupu
Brianne Julius
Steve Langley
Maggie Leininger
Kate Lindberg-Vasquez
Tina Levy
Bridgett McGill
Charlie Moran
Art Murnan
Felicia O’Neal
Erica Peek
Ameena Schellhase
Sue Schreck
Michael Stewart
Marz Timms
Louise Varnes
Gretchen Worley

Volunteers

Jay Champelli
Judy Compton
Jada Buckley
Verntine Harrison
Casey Griffith
Honey Macklin
Sarah Schlepuetz
Ladrius Terrell

Founder

Bobbie Raymond
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    Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 2013

 
 Income 
 Government Grant                               $842,547
 
 Corporate & Foundation Grants            64,005
 
 Donations & Contributions   142,803
  
 Special Events       35,414
 
 Other           5,449 

 Total            $1,090,218  
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 Expense
 Payroll     $914,368

 Occupancy         97,203

 Advertising and Marketing      60,585

 Office & Program        47,819

 Professional Fees        38,463

 Travel          21,716

 Fundraising         10,515

 Other Expenses          5,827

 Total             $1,196,496
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Supporters

Elizabeth Adamski
Giuseppe Ambrosino
Emma Aquino
Ann H.  & Gene L. Armstrong
Barbara Ballinger
Jacqueline M. Barlow
Gail C. Bien
Philomena & David Boulanger
Nicholas W. & Susan J. Bridge
Tony Briskovic
Dan Browne
Kristi Cariglio
Nancy L. & J. Peter Clark
Judith L. & Robert Compton 
Roland L. & Wanda V. Cornelius
William R. Crozier
Phillip & Nicole M. Davis
Lynn Deegan
Mary Therese & William Donnelly
Dowling Apartments, Inc.
Bill & Jan Dring
Anita L. & Thomas M. Dwyer
Christina M. Dyson
Sharon Eckhoff
Jerry Ehernberger
Melissa  Elsmo
Fabian Fan
Barbara Fanta
James Faulkner
Jeffery D. & Ellen & Mason-Foster 
Mike Fox
Connie Freeman

Frida Freudman
Barbara A. Furlong
Thomas Gallagher 
Mark R. & Sheila M. Gartland
Carol A. & John J. Gasa
Jeanne E. Goedert
Edmund R. & Paula Goedert
Jerome Goldberg
Ray A. & Jackie A. Good
James J. Grogan
Doris M. Gruskin
Daniel & Mary Haley
Robert G. & Talley Hann
Irene F. Hansen
Carl & Greer Hasemen
Nell Hawkinson
Korin Heinz-Mihevc
Gordon Hellwig & Amy Goodman
Toni and John Henle
Roy G. Hlavacek
Barbara N. & Dennis B. Hoffman
Thomas M. & Nancy A. Holmes
Homespace Properties
Mark & Jennifer Janka
Mary A. & Michael M. Joss
Elizabeth Julian
Roy Kallas & Alcantara Emerita
Kandiah Kanagandram
Caroljean & Philip H. Kier
Paul G. Koko & Patricia Connery
David Kotalik 
Mari Krysan
Barbara Kummerer
Rick & Ellen S.  Kuner
Rebecca E. & Paul S. Langley
Kai & Anna Lau
Daniel & Diana Lauber
Robert  Laverty
A. Gene Lawrence
Lin Management
Juliana Lubomir & Karabonev 
Popova
Phyllis  Magee
Ralph B. & Bonnie L. Mandell
Alice R. & James R. Marshall
Suzanne R. & William T. Marshall
Marcia Matthews
Mary Ellen & Richard Matthies
William P. Mavrelis, Jr.

Jose Medina
William B. & Gloria H. Merrill
Stephen J. Mondek
Ladawan Mongkolyoswat
Clarlyn J. & R. David  Morris
Dr. John D. Morrison
Mother & Son Investments Inc.
Ellen Mrazek & Daniel J. Slattery
Frank J. & Eileen Muriello
Alan Nesburgn & 
Kathryn Sheehan
Thanh-An Nguyen-Le
Kathleen R. Noonan 
Nancy Norton
Oak Park Arms
Oak Park Residence Corporation
Sharon L. Oates
Offset Press
Lucille Papendorf
Pearsall Family Foundation
George Pellegrini
Oliver Pergams & Valerie Morrow
William A. & Jean Peterman
Viktoras Petroliunas
Mark Pickus & Donna P. Caplin
Delores Pittman
Richard Pokorny V. & Ellen Wehrle
Frank C. Pond
Linda Powell
Roberta L. Raymond-Larson &
Richard G. Larson
Joy Reedy 
McLouis & Harriette G. Robinet
Joseph Ruggirello
William M. Ryan & Janice F. Elkins
Sam Anthony & Kathleen Salerno
Doug Schenkelberg & 
Rachel Unruh
Gary M. Schwab
David A. Schweig
Jennifer Sinclair
Adele Smarto
Timothy Smyth
Edward W. &  Linda S. Solan
Carollina Song & Alexander Harris
Arthur M. Spooner & Sharon Watts
Nancy J. Staunton
Dawn Stockmo
Tiffany Thompson

Donations & Contributions

Foundation & Corporate
Grants
Charter One Foundation
Chicago Community Trust
Community Bank of Oak Park
& River Forest
Ebinger Family Fund
James J. & Carolyn P. McClure 
Charitable Fund
Oak Park & River Forest 
Community Foundation
Joseph C. & Judith A. Scully 
Foundation
US Bank
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Unity Temple Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation
Rafael & Janice Rose-Valadez
Nancy F. & Richard A. Waichler
Phyllis and William Walden
Michael & Jeannie Walters
Paul  A. Weiss
Jeff Weissglass
James Whalen & Carolyn Kalina
Elizabeth K. Wicks
Robert O. Wyatt & Terri Lackey
Evelina Zielinski
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Supporters

Nasri Abi-Mansour
Don Alfano
Whitney Allen
Giuseppe Ambrosino
Amondson's Antiques Collectibles
Joy Andrews
Ann H.  & Gene L. Armstrong
Jacqueline M. Barlow
Greg & Rebecca Battoglia
Catherine Bendowitz
Allison Bethel
Jamil Bou-Saab
Simone Boutet
Susan M. Braasch
Glenn E. Brewer
J. Robert Breymaier
Mary L. & Terry J. Breymaier
Bruce Broerman & James Kelly
Jay M. & Joyce M. Champelli
John Chapin & Alicia Malloy
Charter One/RBS Citizens 
Financial Group
Sylvia & Lawrence B. Christmas
Julie Chyna
Kathleen M. Clark
Jasmin Cleofe
Judith L. & Robert Compton
Spencer Cowan
Rupa Datta
Angela Debush
Lynn Deschler
Deborah Donovan & 
James Kane
 

Dowling Apartments, Inc.
Sharon Eckhoff
Norka & Miguel Escobedo
Barbara Fanta
C. Stan & Sara J. R. Faust
Mark Finger
Megan Finkelman
Forest Park National Bank & Trust
Ramona Lacey Fox
Frida Freudman
Patricia & Larry Gaddis
Valerie L. Galante
Thomas Gallagher
Larissa Garcia
John & Jane Gervais
Joseph G. Glab
Marjorie W. & Galen L. Gockel
Elizabeth Godwin
Dr. Barry & Marjorie Greenwald
Kelli Harsch
Carl & Greer Haseman
Harriet Hausman
Jane E. & John L. Hedges
Gordon K. Hellwig & 
Amy Goodman
Anne Heremanas
Margaret E. & Gilbert V. Herman
Jennifer Hill
Andrew Hilliard
Marian Honel-Wilson
Anne Houghtaling
Lisa Jackowiec
Theodore R. Jacobs
Thomas Javorcic
Bharathi Jayaram
Charlie Johnson
Raymond A. Johnson
Robin Julius
Jerald Kammeyer
Clarmarie Keenan
Terry Keleher
Margaret M. & Kevin J. Kell
Maria Krysan
Rick & Ellen S. Kuner
Mattie Langenberg
Rebecca E. & Paul S. Langley 
Claire A. Lareau
April Lasker
Michael O. & Patricia Leavy

Claude E. & Jean H. L'Heureux
Roslyn C. & Michael J. Lieb
Lin Management
Susan Ann & Roger E. Lindberg
Andrea Maclvor
Michael & Susan Maienza
Michael  Maly
Stephen B. Marz
Cheryl A. Marz-Perl
Mary Ellen & Richard Matthies
MB Financial Bank
Loreen McConnell
Rebecca McKinney
Kevin McKinnon
Pamela McLean & 
Charles Meyerson
Robert McManus
William  B. & Gloria H. Merrill
Charlotte M. Messina
Katherine Milde
Bart Miller & Margaret Jeschke
Julie Moller
Charlie Moran
Frank J. & Eileen Muriello
Arthur Murnan
Donna Myers & Aaron Lebovitz
Karen Ann Nitsche
Kathryn Nolte
Oak Park Residence Corporation
Patricia O'Connor
Oliver's Oasis
Molly Olsen
Felicia O'Neal
Gloria Onischuk
OPRF Community Foundation
Janet M. Pate
William A. & Jean Peterman
Robert Pope
R. K. Management
Marilyn Raga
Roberta L. Raymond Larson
& Richard G. Larson
Sherlynn D. Reid
Cathy & Chuck Ripp
Joseph D. Ruggirello
William M. Ryan & Janice F. Elkins
Linda G. Sahagian & 
Douglas A. Stewart
Ameena Schellhase

Annual Benefit Donors

9



Doug Schenkelberg & Rachel Unruh
Christian & Sarah Schlepuetz
Mary T. Schneider
Lynda Schueler & C. Wayne Steel
Ralph A. & Donna R. Schuler
Wendy E. & Peter Senger
Sandra & Jim Shimon
Whitney S. Smith & James G. Hurt
David M. & Sandra H. Sokol
Susan  Stall
Standard Bank and Trust
Michael D. Stewart
Frances Sullivan
Kathryn Sullivan & Christopher Bing
Molly C. Surowitz
James Taglia
Tan Travel, Inc.
Aljean Taylor
Marz Timms
Susumu Tomiya
Robert Trezevant
Suzanne Trezevant
Robert Tucker
Vickie Tucker
Catherine Van Winkle
Louise M. Varnes
Phyllis & William Walden
Wednesday Journal, Inc.
David  Weindling
Carolyn C. & J. Michael Williams
Nancy M. & George H. Wohlford
Woodstock Institute
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Supporters
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Oak Park Regional Housing Center
1041 South Boulevard
Oak Park IL 60304
(708) 848-7150

E-mail Address: inforequest@oprhc.org

General Information: www.oprhc.org

Rental Info: www.liveinoakpark.org

Homeownership Info: www.westcookhomewonership.org


